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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's cancellation of claims (1-5) and addition of claims (24-27) has been 
fully considered and is entered. 

2. Applicant's amended the drawing of Fig. 31 as a "Prior Art" has been fully 
considered and is entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see page(s) 3-6, filed 3/23/2007, with respect to the 
following rejection(s) of claim(s): 

• Claim(s) 21-23 under 35 USC 101, non-statutory subject matter. 

• Claim(s) 18, 21-23 under 35 USC 112, second paragraph. 

has been fully considered and is persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of Blume. 



Claim Objections 

4. Claim 18 is objected to because of improper claim format. 
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5. With regard to claim 18, applicant failed to put the instance claim in proper 
format, as it must includes the entire original text of the patent claim. See MPEP 
§ 2666.01 and 35 CFR 1.530 (d) (2). 

6. Claim 24 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate of 
claim 17. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close 
in content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in 
wording, it is proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a 
substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 12-2 nd paragraph as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

9. With regard to claim 25, the phrase "in vicinity of a value" on line 3 is vague and 
indefinite since it fails to set forth the limit on the range of the generation ranks. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



1 1 . Claims 16-17, 21-22, and 24 are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as anticipated by 

Blume (US PGPub No. 2004/0025046), hereafter Blume 

Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts 
of record in the body of this action for the convenience of the applicant 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the 
art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, 
other passages and figures may apply as well. Applicant should consider 
the entire prior art as applicable as to the limitations of the claims. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the 
prior arts or disclosed by the examiner. 



12. With regard to claims 16 and 21 , Blume discloses a password creating method 
and program (abstract) comprising: 



Inputting information of a generation rank for a password to be created ([0035]: 
lines 1-3, string represents user's biometric identifier that to be converted reads 
on inputting information of a generation rank for a password to be created) 
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Using a password candidate generating routine for generating a plaintext 
password candidate according to a generation procedure which is used for 
generating the password to be checked in a password guessing tool ([0048]: 
lines 1-2, submitting the first string to the dictionary reads on using a password 
candidate generating routine for generating a plaintext password candidate 
according to a generation procedure which is used for generating the password 
to be checked in a password guessing tool) to obtain a password candidate 
generated for the generation rank by the password candidate generating routine 
([0049 - 0058]); and 

Outputting the obtained password candidate as a password to be created 
([0059]: line 2-4). 

13. With regard to claims 17, 22 and 24, Blume discloses a password creating 
method and program (abstract) comprising: 

Inputting information indicating strength of a password to be created ([0015]: line 
2, user's biometric identifier to be converted reads on inputting information 
indicating strength of a password to be created); 

Converting the information indicating strength into information of a generation 
rank of a password candidate to be generated by a password candidate 
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generating routine for generating a plaintext password candidate according to a 
generation procedure which is used for generating the password to be checked 
in a password guessing tool ([0034]: lines 1-4 and [0035]: lines 1-3); 

Using the password candidate generating routine to obtain a password candidate 
generated for the generation rank by the password candidate generating routine 
([0049-0058]; [0048]: lines 1-2) and; 

Outputting the obtained password candidate as a password to be created 
([0059]: line 2-4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

14. Claims 1 8-20, 23 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
claim objection set forth in this Office action. 

1 5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

16. With regard to claims 18 and 23, prior art record fails to show or reasonably 
suggest, "one or more generation ranks are created by changing a value of the 
generation rank randomly to obtain password candidates generated at the 
created generation ranks in addition to or instead of the generation rank". 
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17. With regard to claims 19-20, the instant claims are allowed since their 
dependency is based on independent of claim 18. 

18. Claims 25-26 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e), set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 9. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

20. With regard to claim 25, prior art record fails to show or reasonably suggest, 
"creating one or more generation ranks by changing a value of the generation 
rank randomly of an input value of the generation rank according to the 
information, to obtain password candidates generated at the created generation 
ranks in addition to or instead of the generation rank". 

21 . With regard to claim 26, prior art record fails to show or reasonably suggest 
"determining whether or not the obtained password candidate matches any 
password outputted in the past and, it not, outputs the obtained password 
candidate as a password to be created" 

22. Claim 27 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
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23. With regard to claim 27, prior art record fails to show or reasonably suggest "the 
obtaining includes creating one or more generation ranks by changing a value of 
the generation rank randomly and in vicinity of a value of the generation rank 
according to the information, to obtain password candidates generated at the 
created generation ranks in addition to or instead of the generation rank" 



24. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. US PGPub No. 2003/0126501 to Musman (Discloses an agent-based 

distributed case-based reasoning to manage a computer network using 

rank). 



b. 



US PGPub No. 2003/0131266 to Best et al. (Discloses a password 
generator for each resources to be accessed on a server). 
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c. US PGPub No. 2003/0163738 to Couillard (Discloses a universal 
password generator that processing the received challenge input). 

26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khoi Nguyen whose telephone number is 570-270-1251. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30 am - 5:00 pm est) If attempts 
to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

27. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. . 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Khoi Nguyen 
Art Unit 2132 
Date: 6/23/07 



